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September 16, 2001

Central Middle School

123 North Broadway

Central, IN  46464

Dear Parent,
[image: image1.wmf]The purpose of this letter is to allow you to know my background as a teacher and to better understand the schools physical education program.  As a physical education teacher I can help students develop skills that can benefit and promote lifelong physical activity.  I’m looking forward to the opportunity to work with your son/daughter.  I recently graduated from Purdue University with a Liberal Arts degree with a physical education major.  I also have minors in computer education, health and safety teaching, and coaching.  I have extensive experience working with middle school students in athletics.  I’ve coached three years of girls’ middle school basketball (7th grade twice, 8th grade once).  In the past I have enjoyed working with young individuals motivating, guiding, and educating them.


My philosophy as a teacher is to create a safe and appropriate classroom environment where the students can learn from many different types of physical activity experiences.  I will follow the national standards set by NASPE (National Association for Sport and Physical Education).  The main standard I will focus on will be the promotion of lifelong physical activity.  I incorporate the multi-activity model as my basis for the physical education curriculum.  The multi-activity model will introduce the students to many different sports including basketball, flag football, volleyball, badminton, bowling, tennis, track and field, softball, dance, and strength training.  The premise behind the multi-activity model focuses on the students getting the opportunity to be physically active in many different sports and activities.  I will provide the students with drills that can improve their skill in each activity.  Skill improvement will be encouraged, but will not be a main focus for the students’ grade.  The main goal of the course is for the student to obtain the basic skills needed to participate in lifelong physical activity.


Participation, written tests, skill tests, and fitness journals will make up the grading criteria for the course.  The participation portion of the grading criteria will include appropriate dressing for class and actively participating during class.  Written tests will involve rules, strategies, and history of the activity.  Skill tests will be basic skill tests to ensure the student understands how the activity is played.  The fitness journals will be a notebook containing all the fitness activities the student participated in for the semester.  Everything will be included from walking to class, to participating in physical education, to athletic events.  The journals will be graded on completion, development, and appearance.


I hope I have helped you understand how I teach and what I plan to implement in the physical education classroom throughout the next year.  I look forward to teaching your son/daughter.  Please feel free to contact me at the school if you have any questions throughout the school year.  

Sincerely,
Mr. Joe P. Paxton
Physical Education Teacher
Central Middle School







